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Ecological Emancipation
In New Mexico and across America, communities of color
bear the brunt of contamination from generations of
expansion, mining, nuclear testing and illegal dumping.

The nation’s largest uranium waste spill occurred in 1979 at
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Church Rock, and radioactivity in the Rio Puerco remains at
dangerous

levels.

The

National

Trust

for

Historic

Preservation listed Mount Taylor as one of the ten most
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endangered historic sites in America. After decades of

sickness from Rio Grande river water, the first female
governor of a Pueblo Nation, Verna Olgin Teller, led tribal
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members to a Supreme Court victory over Albuquerque.

Valerie Rangel presents stories of strife and struggle in the
war to protect the integrity of natural systems, rights to
religious freedom and the continuation of traditional
customs.
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About the Author

Valerie Rangel ear ned a m aster ’s degree in community regional planning with an
emphasis in environmental and natural resource management, indigenous planning
and public health. Her education involved environmental science, Southwest history,
Native American studies and cultural anthropology. Having taught college science
courses, she presently works as an environmental planning and public health
assessment consultant and community program manager for the state’s community
nonprofit foundation and volunteers as a river steward and social justice activist.

About the Publisher
Arcadia Publishing & The History Press is the largest and most comprehensive publisher

of local and regional content in the US. By empowering local history and culture
enthusiasts to write local stories for local audiences, we create exceptional books that are
relevant on a local and personal level, and bring readers closer to their community, their
neighbors, and their past. Visit us online at arcadiapublishing.com.

420 Wando Park Blvd, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 ∙ Ph: +1 888.313.2665 ∙ Fax: +1 843.853.0044 ∙ www.arcadiapublishing.com | www.historypress.net
ARCADIA PUBLISHING & THE HISTORY PRESS ∙ PUBLISHERS OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL HISTORY BOOKS

